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- Whole amount of jases committed to oe Collector, ig 1862 _ 


“Mas $3,788.14. ES EE at hee 
The Collector has discharged himself as fallows : | _ ie 
sf tate Treasurer, State tax, $ 7.60. 
- County Treasurer, county tax, 785. a. 
Town Treasurer, cash and abatements, 9344. ie 
Be © “Amount due from Collector, | 319. 89 RS 
Se a ae | Les $3,788. ie 


- Whole inant of money, abatements, Xc., received by 
the Treasurer from March 11, 1862, ‘to March 3, it 
1863, inclusive, ~ $10, 613.89 ° 

Amount of bills paid, bounty money, and money paid 
. out in aid of volunteers’ families, for the same time % 


as as above, : ~ «$10, 605. 29 
~ Balance remaining in ‘Treasurer’s hands, 88960 oe ae 
| RECEIPTS. | | 
Received of former Selectmen, ‘gor s'g 
State Treasurer, fee aid furnished volun- 
if teers’ families for year 1862, 2,027.06 
} State Treasurer, Railroad money, BAO AR a 
Enoch Gerrish, duplicate vouchers, ~— 43.05 Ni 
State Treasurer, Literary Fund, 98.01 
54  -W. W. Ballard’s note, — 100.00 
gt. i. KK. Webster's +6 Lt 400000 = 2% 
vied) oe aarah’ Glings’ eM . 600.00... 
zy i N. Butler, on Mrs. Finny’s account, 2.00. >. 
A OR Sy Frenth’s note,.: ik : TO.00 
Betsey Clough’s estate,. 58.B04 
A yas eae” Kixpeution’ Win. A. Huntress, 182.90". og 
; Ira Sweatt, on. his collection for bess 690.00 ci: 
 . | | io 21000 > 
| Sophia Danforth’s note, | $128.00 , 


EW HAMPSHIRE 


STATE LIBRARY sy 


George W. Gage’s note, 154.00 

Harriet G. Chandler’s note, — 60.00 

Jacob C. Flanders’ ay 90.00 

Ira Sweatt, receipt for county tax, T85@3 

, nf Collector, 1862, 139.39 

_ Franklin C. Morrill’s note, 100.00 

' Daniel C. Evans’s note, 100.00 

. i" George Coffin’s as Ps 100.00 

ai” Tra Sweatt, on his collection, 200.00 

¢ : 429.51 

6< 3 66 111.80 

alll % oT 6 185.16 

66 66 & 75.00 

coe Moses Gill, on his collection, 1861, 50.00 

g 66 66 66 125.00 

: ; “ce 66 66 73.00 

) rs sundry bills, &c., 22.50 

i abatements, 106.75 

Ira Sweatt, collection, 110.00 

Ri cash and bills, 114.50 

Cynthia M. Smith’s note, 500.00 

} _ County Treasurer, for county paupers 004.12 

town of Franklin, support of Jane Holt, 25.00 

arte city of Concord, support of 8. Gilman, 7.00 
atts Widow Sarah Glines’s note, 650.00 
i Ira Sweatt, collection, 1862, 388.76 
yo iy abatements, 28.40 
Samuel C. Evans’ note, 200.00 

$10,613.89 

4 EXPENDITURES. 

fh Outstanding. ey 
Almon Harris, services as selectman, — $6.00 
©. & J. C. Gage, work on bridge, 4.38 
' » McFarland & Jenks, printing town reports, 80.00 
, I. H. Avery, services as town-clerk, 24.62 
a A. Drown, services at General Court as witness, 2.50 
T. W. Savery, supt. of Jane Holt, 6.00 
Hale Atkinson, services as sclectman, 3.50 

\ F.. French,“ 3,50 


L 


vu 4 


J. W. Fulsom, repairs of cemetery fence, 
P. M. Chadwick, repairs of highway, 
P. 8. Call, lumber, and work on road, 


J.°A. Coburn, funeral expense, for J. Howard, 


G. Parker Lyon, check-lists, 

Joseph Eastman, nonresident highway tax, 
John F. Brown, Sa 

Tra Jackman, fs ih 

J» C. Marten, abatement, 


Miscellaneous Bills. 


D. L. Guernsey, stationery, 
Gage, Porter & Co., collector’s book, 


2.66 
14.29 
7.83 
8.12 
00 
8.75 
00 
28 
4.97 


_ $128.40 


2.00 
15 


K. B. Gitchell, digging graves, and repairing fence and bier, 5.15 


G. Parker Lyon, record book, 

Morrill & Silsby, stationery, 

Samuel Marden, stone for abutment, 

B. F. Gage, repairs on bridewell, 

W. H. Gage, selectmen’s expenses, 

F. S. French, for deposition, 

S. M. Emery, recording births, 

Samuel C. Evans, salary for 1861, 

Daniel D. Webster, services as constable, 

K. K. Webster, for affidavit, 

N. Butler, money paid, and services, 

D. M. Clough, damage on wagon, 

I. K. Gage, check-list, 

Daniel Carter, digging graves, 

Samuel Ellsworth, services as police, 

David Fellows, repairs on town hall, 

James H. Gill, wood, and use of hall, 

F. S. French, horse hire and expenses, 

Almon Harris, “6 “ 

Jonathan Tenney, Jr., reports and expenses, 

Almon Harris, revenue, 

Jonathan Tenney, Jr., water trough, 

Ira Sweat, tax on pasture and stationery, 
" salary as collector, 


* 


4.00 
1.75 
2.87 
4.40 
2.00 
1.00 
1.08 
195.00 
4.71 
5.00 
24.37 
5.50 
28 
4.50 
2.25 
1.75 
1.50 
3.00 
18.17 
3.78 
48 
1.50 
3.99 
28.00 
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S. A. Ambrose, board of selectmen, 
I. H. Avery, services as town-clerk, 


Roads and Bridges. 


Paid Ira Jackman, work on road, 
P. M. Chadwick, plank for highway, 
F. L. Burbank, plank for bridge, 
Watts H. Sargent, plank for bridge, 
Peter Coffin, work on bridge, 
Charles Nutting, bill of stone, 
Northern R. R., freight of stone, 
©. & J. C. Gage, lumber for roads and bridges, 
as labor and use of derrick, 
George S. Morrill, survey road, 
Ira Sweat, work on abutments, — 
Wm. B. Burpee, work on bridge, 
A. C. Flint and son, cutting brush on road, 
N. Watson, for plank for bridge, 
E. B. Gitchell, work on road, 
Amos Webber, for plank and expense, 
Gage, Porter & Co., spikes for bridge, 
J. W. Fulsom, labor on road, 
P. M. Chadwick, plank for bridge, 
F. 8. French, labor and expense on bridge, 
Luther H. Calman, lumber for railing, 
Harvey Atkinson, lumber for bridge, 


Nonresident Highway Taxes worked out. 


Paid Nathaniel White, nonresident highway tax, 
Sarah P. Moore, 


Franklin A. Shepard, “ 
George W. Wadley, $ 
Zebulon Smith, | ‘6 
Joseph Barnard, ‘ 
Sherman Colby, ¢ 
James B. Goodhue, ¢ 
A. R. Chandler, “f 


Gilman Colby, 


8.00 
21.50 


$355.53 
eS 


$ .50 
2.50 
0.12 
1.00 
2.00 

39.00 

58.50 

68.38 

30.50 
3.00 

11.25 


$297.72 


ry 
Robert Hoit, nonresident highway tax, 
Thomas Eastman, 


Notes paid. 


Paid K. K. Webster, note, 
K. A. Greenough, note and interest, 
+ George Heplar, two notes and interest, 
A. C. Flint, indorsement, 
John Greenough, note and interest, 
Enoch Gerrish, two notes and interest, 


School Money. 


Paid District No. 1, Wm. A. Huntriss, agent, 
is Henry C. Adams, es 
8, Harvey Atkinson, ‘ 
4, Geo. W. Prichard, ‘ 
5, James Pinkerton, ‘“ 
6, Chas. J. Chadwick, ¢ 
7, Luther Gage, $6 
8, Nicodemus * Watson, “ 


n~ 


8, “ bal. 1861, 


School-House Taz. 


Paid John Ellsworth, agent, 
Nicodemas Watson, agent, 


Superintending School Committee. 
Paid Rev. A. Smith, for services, 


1.63 


oo ° 


. $24.49 


$100.00 
530.42 
589.22 
80.00 
576.62 
406.00 


ree eee 


$2 239.26 


$179.48 
56,91 
135.56 
106.32 


$1,003.20 


$20.00 
100.00 


$120.00 


$8.00 


Jonathan Tenney, Jr., for superintending schools 


and making reports, 
N. Butler, for superintending schools, 


21.00 
5.00 


eed 


$34.00 
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4 Aid of Volunteers’ Families. 


Paid N. Butler, agent to pay volunteers’ families, 
66 


Bounties paid Volunteers. 


Paid George W. Gage, 


William Pierce, 
John H. Brown, 
Joseph EK. Symonds, 
Daniel K. Abbott, 
Patrick Clancy, 

S. E. Danforth, 
David A. Flanders, 
Alonzo Page, 

Wm. C. Marden, 
Horace Smart, 
George Coffin, 

Isaac C. Evans, 
Edmund W. Atkinson, 
Peter Shepard, 


Paupers’ Accounts. 


Paid J. A. Coburn, funeral expense, (P. Evlery) 


N. H. Asylum, board of Martha Holt, 
ce 66 


66 66 
66 66 


Peter Coffin, aid of transient paupers, 


$270.00 


260,00 
270.00 
200.00 
250.00 
240.00 
240.00 
240.00 
250.00 
250.00 
280.00 
280.00 


$3,030.00 


$100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 


$1,500.00 


$6.88 
85.03 
36.20 
24.03 
29.80 

2.00 
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Samuel Marden, support of James Howard, 

N. Call, medical attendance Jane Holt, 

Samuel Marden, support of James Howard, 
oe ‘ 66 : 


Harris & Faulkner, aid of James Howard, 
David Jackman, support of Polly Moody, 
66 66 


74 66 

ce 66 
J. P. Saunders, aid of J. Booth, 
H. H. & J. S. Brown, aid of James Howard, 
Brown & Merriam, aid of P. Evlery, 
M. H. Parker, aid of Sally Gilman, 
J. W. Fulsom, aid of George A. Fulsom, 
F. 8. French, aid of transient pauper, 
J. B. Greenough, support of foundling, 
S. M. Emery, professional services, 
Almon Harris, aid of transient paupers, 
Apphia C. Thurston, board of foundling, 


Cornelias Burns, aid of John Burk, 
Luther Gage, support of H. Persons, 
a Abel P. Gitchell, 
° Joseph Howard, 
i ‘yl children, 
cite Patrick Earley, 
“e Michael Burns, 
“ John Booth, 


Mary A. Cushing, support of Jane Holt, 


Sundry Abatements. 


Paid HK. L. Morrill, over-tax abated, 
John French’s heirs, “ 


E. Gerrish, fi 

Israel F. Clifford, i 

James Pinkerton, 4 

Sundry abatements on Moses Gill’s collection 
for 1861, 


Abatements on Ira Sweat’s collection for 1862, 


$473.87 


$1.11 
2.20 
3.69 
1.18 
2.48 


106.92 
28.41 


$145.99 
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Paid State Treasurer, State tax, 
County Treasurer, county tax, 


Selectmen's Services. 


Paid Almon Harris, services as selectman, treasurer, 
and overseer of the poor, 
F. 8. French, services as selectman and over- 
seer of the poor, 
Peter Coffin, services as selectman and overseer 
of the poor, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid outstanding, 
Miscellaneous, 
Roads and bridges, 
Nonresident highway worked, 
Notes paid and interest, 
School money, 
School-house tax, 
Superintending school committee, 
Aid of volunteers’ families, 
‘Bounties paid volunteers, 
Pauper account, 
Sundry abatements, _ 
State and County taxes, 
Selectmen’s services, 


Amount of notes outstanding and interest, 
Amount of notes given, year 1862, 
Mr. Evans, for salary, year 1862, 


Due from State, for aid of volunteers’ families, 
Due from County, for paupers, 
Due from Ira Sweatt, Collector, 1862, 


$337.60 
785.73 


$1,128.38 


$54.00 
47.00 
36.50 


$187.50 


$128.40 
855.53 
297.72 
24.49 
2,932.26 
1,003.20 
120.00 
34.00 
8,030.00 
1,500.00 
473.87 
144.99 
1,128.33 
137.50 


$10,605.29 


$3,543.63 
8,212.00 
180.00 


$6,935.65 


$2,500.00 
30.00 


319.89 
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Due from Moses Gill, Collector, 1861, 86.72 
Cash on hand, , 8.60 
- $2,945.21 
Total indebtedness of the Town, $3,990.44 
ALMON HARRIS, ) Selectmen 
F. 8. FRENCH, of 
PETER COFFIN, ) Boscawen. 


SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY AT ALMS-HOUSE, MARCH 1, 1863. 


Stock. ik 
2 oxen, ) $145.00 ~ / 
T cows, fi METRE 9 f 
2 three years old steers, @° “Ji, » aac as | 40.00 
2 one years old, ‘ 12.00 
2 horses, 85.00 
Hay over keeping-stock-through, 50.00 
2 shotes, 16.00 
$520.00 
. Farming Tools. | 
1 cart and hay-rack, $9.00 
1 wagon, harness, and blanket, | 13.00 |. 
1 hay-cutter, 3.00 
1 single sleigh, 6.00 
1 drag and chains, 8.00 
1 sled, , 5.00 
Ox yokes and irons, 5.00 
Hay and manure forks, : 2.50 
Harrow and cultivator, 4.50 
Shovels, scythes, &c., 2.50 
Horse and hand rakes, 5.00 
Axes and augers, | 2.50 
Iron bar and shaves, 1.00 
Grindstone and wheelbarrows, 9.00 
Clevis and pin, A2 
Sheep-shears and hammer, .25 
Hoes and plows, 3.00 


12 
au Household Furniture. 
5 stoves, $20.00 25 
- 1 brass kettle, 8.00 4: 
_Crockery*and coffee-mill, eae Ome 
Chairs and tables, | 5.00 .@ BS 
Tron and earthen ware, | 9.00 7 OF 
Beds and bedding, 60.0000, 0° 
Tubs, pails, churn and cheese-press, 3.00 $0 9 
Knives, forks and cheese-safe, 2.00 .2e% 
Sadiron, canister and jugs, 1.50 } 4 
Tray, chests and drawers, 8.00 $e 
Dry measures and meal bags, 1.30 @@ 
Steelyards, lanterns, wheel and loom, 2.25 tO 
Wash bowl and pitcher, } 1.50, ¢ $4 
Candlesticks and snuffers, soph 4f 
Grain chest and cupboard, 3:00 $ Os 
Clock and bread trough, 8.00 Sr 
$121.72) 2.74} 
Grain. : 
“© "TS bush. corn, $75.006 94 
Piee21 * ” oats, 1i.18 /26€ 
47.16 <¢ barley, 16.00°?. 
fio er beans, 5.00 oc? 
“ye (25% — meal, | 2:50 °° 
$109.63 or 
Provisions. | : 
Y + 2 bush. turnips, Pr, .cipri By 2181.60 fal 
é, 285 Vbs. dried apples, | Lbos 5a 9 
, 10 Ibs. sausages, | ) Dat wroig. 7. 7 
¥ » 9 © 85 bush. potatoes, | 400 4 SG 
24-bush.-beets.and-carrots, ©“. — 9 2°) “00 
9 bbls. cider, ‘i 2 14.89 -*- 
“14 bbl. vinegar, . RO ea 189 5.90 
“200 hams and shoulders, 29.00 of | 
& ¢ 290 Ibs. pork, } 30.004 5 
~ "175 Ibs. salt beef, 11.00) ¥ 
4 bbls. apples, 5.00 2B 
fs rae lbs. cheese, D125 66 


85 Ibs. butter, 18.70! ¢ 
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Pauper Establishment, Dr. 


1863. Yo Cr. 
March 1. BK real estate, $2,000.00 » 

Personal property, 1,178.02 

322 weeks, 322.00 

cash paid out for pasturing, 42.00 

cash on hand, 20.00 

$3,562.02 

Balance in favor of the Farm, $118.90 


7 © 80-1bs. lard, 10.00 
_  23elbsrtallow; 253° | 
/\ © 75 Ibs. fresh beef, 5.25 ( 6 ¢ 
i $1betea; 50 Z 
4 6 lbs. sugar, .90 y 
2 galls. molasses, .90 
8 galls. apple sauce, and-pickles,~- 2.00 
} A bbls. flour, 16.00 
2-8 galls. boiled cider, 1.50 
$209.00... * i 
Miscellaneous. 
<% bbl. soap, $2.50 
Soap grease and ashes, 6.50 
Cart tire and iron, 7.00 
Cider barrels and dry casks, 9.00 
Garden seeds, e 00 
Wood and hand-saw, F000. 
a9 30 cords wood, — 60.00 & ¢ 
$86.50. 8 


F. S. FRENCH, of 


ALMON HARRIS, ) Overseers 
PETER COFFIN, Poor. 
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The undersigned, appointed to audit the accounts of the Select- 
men of Boscawen, for the year 1863, report that they have exam- 
ined said accounts, and find the receipts from March 11, 1862, to 
March 8, 1863, inclusive, to have been $10,613.89, and the dis- 
bursements to have been $10,605.29, the accounts of which are 
properly vouched and correctly cast, leaving a balance in the 
hands of the Treasurer of $8.60. 


JOHN B. GREENOUGH, 
E. G. WOOD, Auditors. 
ISAAC K. GAGE, 


Poa Ca 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


® 


FELLOW-CITIZENS OF Boscawen: I invite your attention to this 
my Annual Report upon the schools of the town. 

While our ears have been continually greeted, and our hearts 
pained with rumors of the “wrong and outrage” of war and its 
concomitants, we have had an unusual year of peace and prosperity 
in our own town, and especially in our schools. Never since our 
acquaintance in town, as a whole, have our teachers been more suc- 
cessful. Never have the pupils in our schools been more orderly or 
made more progress. The parents have found less fault than usual ; 
the boys and girls have awakened into unusual activity, and are more 
earnest “to go up higher.’ Such facts are certainly encouraging. 
It is just what should be. We are all happier for it to-day, and 
our anticipations of a better future are brighter. Let every good cit- 
izen encourage the children in Jearning and virtue, if he would enjoy 
the fruit of his labor, spend a serene old age, and leave a dlessed 
memory in the minds of those who, in the course of: nature, will 
longest remember him. 

We live in a stirring age. Men are inquiring after truth, and 
finding it too; and when they find it, unlike most of the “ ancients,”’ 
they put it into use and let it shine. 

The quickening influences of this spirit of inquiry are every where 
seen. The live teacher is seized with it, and imparts it to his pupils ; 
the live parent is seized with it, and imparts it to his child. He can 
not rest until all around him share his feelings. ‘This spirit is not 
the offspring of an excited enthusiast, who would turn the world 
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upside down; nor of the bold innovator, who would destroy the old 
landmarks of our fathers and the institutions they founded, but has 
not the power to show a more excellent way, nor ability to erect a 
better superstructure on a permanent foundation. This spirit is the 
fruit of careful observation, experiment, and profound investigation, 
and all in harmony with nature and the laws of our being, happiness, 
usefulness, and destiny. - We see it exerting a power and an influ- 
ence in the present, as never before. It is apparent in all our edu- 
cational institutions; it is seen and felt in an improved public senti- 
ment, in parental sympathy and co-operation, in the liberal provision 
for educational purposes, in the commodious, convenient, and well 
furnished school-house, in the advanced salary of the teacher, and 
the liberal supply of the wants of the pupils. It is manifest in the 
intelligence, zeal, and devotion of the instructor, in the development 
of improved methods of study and instruction, in a more rational 
course of study, a higher standard of attainment, and better results.” 

The world moves, and it will not do for me and my fellow-towns- 
men to get behind. The world demands men, and wo be to him who, 
by neglect, allows young immortals around him to grow up like dumb, 
driven cattle; yea, wo be to him who, by his voice or example, cheap- 
ens the manhood that is aspiring in the “least” of “ one of these 
little ones.’ Let me “love God and little children,” and I am one 
of the holiest of men. God and little children will then love me, 
and I shall be one of the happiest of men. » 

Our country demands men; our town demands men. The future 
will require them at our hands. “High raised battlements, labored 
mounds, cities proud, rich navies, broad armed ports,” do not “ con- 
stitute a State,’_or satisfy its demands. Corn and cotton, gold and 
land, do not do it. 

% No! but in ‘men, high-minded men,’ 
Men who their duties know, 


And know their rights, and knowing dare maintain ; 
These constitute a State,” 


and will answer the solemn demands of a bleeding country, the 
spirit of an abused past now stalking abroad, and a waiting future 
that will call us to account! ; 

Let us then be faithful to the young; guiding and encouraging 
them in the high and shining way of “ freedom, science, and the 
truth of Christ.” . 
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Scnoon Tantes. I call attention to these, and commend them 
* to the careful study of the intelligent, patient citizen. They dealin 
facts, those “stubborn things.” They have cost me much labor, 
and I should be sorry to have them of no practical use. Thinking, 
observing men and women will compare them with past years, make 
use of them, and lay them up for the future. No country school 
reports have them so full and complete. I submit a few remarks 
suggested by them. In the seventeen terms of school taught, 13 
different teachers were employed. While none, to my knowledge, 
were “left out” in the winter terms on account of dissatisfaction in 
summer; three districts were wise in retaining the services of well 
tried teachers. It is in school as in other business,— they who turn 
off the well known, competent, and faithful, for the unknown and 
untried, generally miss it. Let nothing but inability on the part 
of the district, or actual incompetency on the part of the teacher, be 
the cause of changing teachers often. There are no faultless ones — 
among us; but change often loses more than it gains. 

It is worth the while to note that our best districts make the few- 
est changes. It is, also, a pleasing fact that nearly all of our teach- 
ers were well known when they commenced their schools, having 
been born or educated in our midst. Such a fact is creditable to all 
parties. Such teachers commence with an obvious advantage over 
strangers. Long may we ‘‘raise’’ our own teachers. All the dan- 
ger of such is, that they may be liable to not notice and correct local 
faults; may not be progressive enough. But of this there is little 
danger if they be active minded, given to reading, travel, vbserva- 
tion, comparison and study. It is the duty of all teachers to be up 
with their age,—well acquainted with the discussions, views, facts, 
principles, and practices of their own profession everv where. No 
others should be employed. 

We have had 1882 weeks of public school this year, to 178 weeks 
last year. 

The wages paid our teachers are not illiberal. In my opinion, 
wages might, in some districts, be expended more advantageously. 
As our schools now are, we have no need to employ male teachers 7 
any district in the winter. Most of the children who attend our 


schools, even in the winter terms, are young, and quite easily man- 
2 
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aged by well qualified females who can be hired at less wages. This 
would leave money to prolong the schools or to buy maps, charts, 
simple apparatus, or school reference and library books. If there be 
a few larger boys and girls who would not like the arrangement, it 
would be a gain not only in money, but in classification and time, if 
they were sent to an academy by the district. If this were agreed 
to, Nos. 1, 2, and 8 would be gainers to employ female teachers of 
the right stamp in the winter. 

This year 44 pupils have attended school every day; last year 
only 24. In future, it might be well to print the names of the most 
constant pupils in each district in the Annual Report, as. an en- 
couragement to well doing. In this “roll.of honor” might, also, be 
given lists of those who refrain from whispering, who never fail in 
recitations, and other meritorious ones. 

I commend the column showing the per centage of attendance, to 
particular notice. The average for the town is .83 per cent. Nos. 
3, 0, 6, in the snmmer, and 1,38, 4, 5, 8 in the winter, rank above 
this. Few towns can show a better rank in this respect, though we 
have room for improvement. Let us advance to .94 per cent, with 
No. 4 this winter, in all the districts next year. 

The tardy and dismissal columns should:be considered by parents 
and teachers. They tell a tale. 

The visits of Prudential Committees,—20 last year, 7 this year,— 
are rather againat the present incumbents as a class. I can not see 
how thoughtful men can employ workmen so many weeks, and never 
once step in to see what they are doing. Is it so in their less im- 
‘portant workmen,—those who work on perishable things? 

The difference between the visits of Superintending School Commit- 
tee, —84 last year, 20 this year,— is owing to the sickness of the 
gentleman who held the office during the summer schools. 

I have taken some pains to find out how many of the 494 vists 
made by “‘citzens and others,’ were made by parents of those at- 
tending school. This appears in the appropriate column in regard 
to every district but No. 7. It tells a story I am sorry to have true. 
Nearly 4-5 of these visits are made by the former schoolmates and 
other personal friends of the teachers. 

I think it will be acknowledged that I have been very liberal in 
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my estimates of the value of our school-houses and lots. None would 
sell, for any purpose, for these figures. But I have no heart, at this 
time, to. dwell on a theme so unwelcome. The whole matter must 
come up for discussion and action at no distant day. No. 8 has this 
year completed a model of a house for a district of its size, credit- 
able alike to the enterprise, intelligence and taste of its inhabitants. 
Go, examine it. 

The cost of tuition in each school district is a new item in our 
report, and deserves attention. Certainly there is something wrong 
in the practical working of our common school system that the 
average tuition of the town is greater than that of our academies with 
all their more costly buildings and furnishings, advanced studies 
and highly educated, experienced and devoted teachers. In two 
districts it exceeds that of our college! Are we wasting our school 
money? If so, what.is the cause? What the remedy ? 

One of the evils which J have been trying, with some success, to 
reduce, is bad classification. Our schools have not only too many 
classes, but pupils go into classes for which they are not prepared. 
In this way little personal progress is made, while the teacher is 
annoyed, the school hindered, the parent dissatisfied. I hope my 
successor will still labor to get up the right feeling in regard to this 
fault, and succeed in getting each pupil in his proper study, and in 
the right line of progress. In this thing judicious parents will not 
interfere. It should be left to teachers and school committee. 

The expenditure of $12, from the literary fund, for the purchase 
of one copy of Dodge’s Map of New-Hampshire, for each of our 8 
districts, is recommended to the town. Beside its convenience for 
reference, its sight on our school walls must stimulate a desire to 
know about the history, geography and institutions of our State, 
cultivate a love for home, and increase the elements of good citi- 
zenship. It will be money well expended. The good care of maps 
formerly purchased encourage the expenditure. 

_ Our citizens all feel an interest in their Academy. Many have 
lent it a fostering hand in money, influence and patronage. They 
must feel themselves repaid in its continued, and even increased pros- 
perity, during these days of public trial. We are training in it the 
_ fathers and, mothers, the farmers, mechanics, merchants, professional 
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men and statesmen of the future. The remarkable average number, 
for so small a town, forty pupils annually, who have attended the 
Academy, does great credit to the intelligence of our people. 
Among its advantages already realized are the furnishing many of 
our best teachers; an increased love of gaining knowledge among 
our youth ; a stimulating influence upon all our more promising boys 
and girls in the town schools, all of whom are looking forward and 
toiling for a time when they shall be ready to enter the Academy ; 
a better class of text books; attracting to our place good men and 
women who desire to educate their children; furnishing our children 
an education equal to any city High School at less expense ; keeping 
our children longer at home; sending them abroad better prepared 
for success; to say nothing of the obvious social and pecuniary ad- 
vantages to the community; the decrease of idleness and petty vice ; 
and the general liberalizing effect of a higher institution of learning 
in our midst. Is not the Academy, then, a public interest, yea, to 
the poor as well as the rich,—an auxiliary to the public schools, and 
to every public good. Allow it, then, here to be named, and com- 
mended to your continued watch and trust. And for your sake, as 
well as my own, I will try to see that it suffer no loss as long as you 
cherish it so kindly. 

Our State may have 150,000 acres of public land for educational 
purposes; it may lose it by ignorant and short-sighted legislation. 
This is the year to decide the question. If we can have anew State 
College, open to men and women of every craft and profession, 
elevating the people and enriching them, let us have it. If it be- 
comes a fact, there is no reason why Boscawen, with its advantages 
of access, central location, beauty of scenery, &c., may not make a 
fair claim to giving it a local habitation in its midst. Neglect lost 
it and the State a Normal School. Shall it lose this for the same 
reason’? Let our citizens think of it, and not lose opportunities by 
supineness or lack of right endeavor. 

The laws of 1858, chap. 2088, make it the duty of the Superin- 
tending School Committee of every town that they “shal prescribe 
rules and regulations for the management, studies, classification and 
discipline of schools in their respective towns.” This duty, hitherto 
neglected, I attempt in this report to discharge. I love system; 
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2. Beside these the following may be taught, if required by the 
School Committee, and demanded by the advancement of the pupil 
and the general good of the school : 


a. Physiology and Hygiene. 

b. Elements of Natural History and Natural Philosophy, as found 
in Hooker’s Book of Nature, Peterson’s Familiar Science, and like 
works. 

c. Book-keeping, so far as required in the ordinary pursuits of 
life. 

d. Constitution and Government of the State and United States, 
so far as to make intelligent and useful citizens. 

3. The teachers are required to see that all the pupils understand- 
ingly recite 

a. The Lord’s Prayer. 

b. The Ten Commandments. 

c. The Beatitudes. 

It is, also, enjoined upon them to communicate to them and fix in 
their memory as many appropriate gems of verse, useful proverbs, 
valuable business tables, and general information, as is consistent 
with due attention to their class studies. 

4. Written compositions, declamations and recitations are expected 
from all who are of proper age to give them. ) 

5. Object lessons, drawn from common things or novelties, are 
urged as a part of daily instruction. 

6. Every teacher who can sing, or who has pupils who can do so, 
is earnestly advised to introduce it often, for many reasons, but espe- 
cially for its effect on the order and cheerfulness of the school. 

7. Every school must be carefully classified at its opening, with 
strict reference to nothing but the present condition and the pro- 
spective discipline of the school as a whole. ‘To this all personal 
preferences of the teacher, of the individual pupil, or of any one 
parent, for any certain study, should be cheerfully yielded. 

7. A time for every thing, and every thing in its time, should be 
the rule in arranging the daily order of exercises. Teachers who 
are inexperienced and doubting as to the best plan, should at once 
submit the matter to the School Committee. The branches required 
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by law must have the preference always, and no pupil or class can 
be allowed a disproportionate amount of time and attention. 

8. Hach pupil, while in the act of recitation, is required to stand, 
and to directly address the teacher., Whether the class shall sit or 
stand is usually left to the judgment of the teacher. 

9. Systematic physical exercises should be given the pupils, under 
guidance of the teacher in‘the school or on the play-ground, calcu- 
lated to impart mental health and activity; it should always be 
done when the school seems enervated by close air, or weary of sit- 
ting. No teacher will be tolerated who does not understand and 
regard the laws of health. 


TEACHERS AND PUPILS, AND THEIR Durizs. 1. Candidates for 
teaching in the schools of this town must present themselves for the 
examination required by law, as early as the week preceding the com- 
mencement of their school, at the time and place designated by the 
Superintending School Committee, and be examined in as public a 
manner as saidyCommittee may permit. 

2. If strangers, the candidates shall present ‘satisfactory evi- 
dene” of ‘ good moral character, and a temper and disposition suit- 
able to an instructor of youth.” Laws of 1858, chap. 2088. 

3. They shall be examined by oral or written questions, at the 
option of the Committee, in Reading, Spelling, Writing, English 
Grammar, English Composition, Arithmetic, Geography, History of 
the United States, Constitution and Government of the United 
States and of New-Hampshire, Physiology, Book-Keeping, Natural 
Philosophy, Natural History, and in their knowledge of common 
things, and be required to explain and illustrate their methods of 
teaching these branches. 

4, They shall, also, be required to state their principles and 
methods of school organization, management and discipline, and to 
show their ability to govern others, in part, by consenting to be 
governed themselves by these school regulations. 

5. No teacher may claim examination or certificate on the day of 
the commencement of his or her school, or on any day thereafter. 

6. All teachers. must expect, after kind counsel and admonition, 
and fair trial, if found unworthy, to be treated according to Sec. 3, 
Laws of 1858, chap. 2088, or Sec. 38, Compiled Statutes, chap. 77. 
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7. In every school, in addition to the register prescribed by law, 
there shall be kept a daily record of the attainments and deportment 
of every scholar, to be open to the inspection of the Committee, 
parents or guardians. This record shall have a roll of honor, in- 
cluding the names of all who have not been guilty of whispering or 
other school vices. At the close of each term it shall be the duty of 
each teacher to submit a written report, in which a history of the 
school for the term shall be given, accompanied by an extract of the 
daily record, and such suggestions as the state of the school may re- 
quire; also, to.have in readiness for the inspection of the Committee, 
at each examination, a schedule of the studies pursued by each class 
during the term. And no teacher will be legally entitled to pay for 
services until this rule is complied with to the satisfaction of the 
Superintending Committee, and the register, properly signed, be de- 
livered to said Committee. 

8. Teachers shall give suitable and constant attention to the care 
of the school-rooms, outbuildings, trees, fences, and other appurte- 
nances of the school-houses, and other property within the same in- 
closure with the school-houses. They shall also give special atten- 
tion to the temperature, ventilation, and cleanliness of the school- 
rooms, and tq the opening and closing of the school-rooms. 

9. It is enjoined on the teachers to exercise vigilant, prudent and 
firm discipline. Cases of disobedience and improper conduct, if the 
means of restraint used by the teacher be found ineffectual, shall be 
reported to the Committee. For flagrant misconduct, any scholar 
shall be expelled from school by the Committee, and no scholar under 
censure in one school shall be admitted to another. 

10. Instruction in morals shall be daily given in all the schools, 
in conformity with the provisions of the Revised Statutes, chap. 73, 
sec. 16. Good morals being of the first importance, and essen- 
tial to their progress in useful knowledge, the pupils shall be care- 
fully instructed to avoid idleness and profanity, falsehood and deceit, 
and every wicked and disgraceful practice, to conduct themselves in 
an orderly and proper manner; and it shall be the duty of the in- 
structors, as far as practicable, to exercise a general inspection over 
them in these regards, both in and out of school, and also while 
going to the same and returning hence, and on suitable occasions. to 
inculcate upon them the principles of truth and virtue. 
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11. The regular school hours from April 1 to October 1, shall 
be from 8 o’clock A. M., to 12 o’clock M.; and from 2 o’clock to 4 
o'clock, p..M.; and from October 1 to April 1, from 9 o’clock A. M. 
to 12 o’clock M., and from 1% o’clock to 43 o’clock, P. M. 

12. The regular school holidays shall be those prescribed by law. 
Laws of 1861, chap. 2498 ; and, in addition, by consent of Prudential 
Committees, every Saturday, the day of the annual March election, 
and the Thursday succeeding the first Wednesday in June. 

13. There shall be a recess of fifteen minutes, each half day, for 
each sex, and the recess shall take place as nearly as possible at the 
close of one half of each school session. Very young pupils may 
have recess, every hour of five minutes each. The teachers should 
supervise the order at recess, and have no recitations. 

14. Teachers shall be in their respective school-rooms at least fif- 
teen minutes before the time for opening their schools, for the pur- 
pose of admitting the scholars as they arrive, and preserving order. 

15. Every scholar not present at the appointed time for the open- 
ing of the school, shall be marked as tardy; and all cases of ab- 
sence and tardiness must be satisfactorily accounted for. In cases of 
the frequent or prolonged absence of scholars, the teacher shall as- 
certain the cause of each absence, and endeavor to prevent a repiti- 
tion of the same. And if such scholar shall continue to be ab- 
sent for one week without sufficient cause, he may be discharged 
from the school by the Committee, and, not re-admitted without a 
written permission. 

16. The morning exercises of all the schools shall commence with 
reading a portion of Scripture, and it is recommended that this be 
followed with prayer, at least with the audible repetition of the 
Lord’s Prayer by the teacher alone, or by the teacher and scholars in 
concert. ; 

17. Teachers shall keep a memorandum of ‘all instances in which 
corporal punishment shall be inflicted in their several schools. Said 
memorandum shall specify the name and age of each scholar so pun- 
ished, the nature of the offense, the kind and degree of punishment, 
and whether or not it was inflicted immediately subsequent to the 
offense ; and the same shall always be submitted, when anaes to 
the inspection oe the School Committee. 


t QT 


18. The teachers shall direct the seats to be occupied by each pu- 
pil in the school-room, and places for articles of apparel in the ward- 
robe-room, subject to the revision of the school committee, 

19. At the commencement of every term, the teachers shall give 
a written notice to the parents or guardians of such pupils as are des- 
titute of any of the prescribed books, requesting that the same be 
furnished immediately ; ‘and should any parent or guardian neglect 
or refuse to obtain said books, after a notice of one week, the teacher 
will give their names with the reasons for such neglect, to the School 
Committee. 

20. No scholar shall be excluded from proper recess as a punish- 
ment, but may be, if the case demands it, allowed to take it alone; 
nor shall any of those barbarous punishments, such as pulling hair 
or ears, striking on the head, gagging, or the like, attended with 
physical danger, be tolerated. 

21. The schools shall take recess, and be closed in an orderly 
manner,— usually going out one by one; and some token of respect 
on entering and retiring from the school-room is recommended, so 
that the respect and courtesy always due from the young to their 
elders and to strangers, may be cultivated. 

22. All pupils habitually guilty of obscene, rude, profane and 
disrespectful conduct shall be promptly reported to the School Com- 
mittee. Such poisonous characters can not be allowed to remain in 
our schools. ! 

25. Any teacher may be required, at any time, to make a written 
report to the School Committee of the condition of his or her school 
upon all the topics inquired into concerning its order, discipline and 
classification. 

24, No child under 4 years af age shall be admitted as a pupil to 
any of the public schools; and, usually, it is advised that none enter 
before the age of 5 or’six years. 

25. Worthy teachers will endeavor to promote their usefulness by 
visiting the parents and pupils at their homes, thus increasing their 
own knowledge and enlisting the sympathies and interests of their 
patrons. 

26. Hvery pupil, of suitable age, should spend at least two hours 
daily aside from school hours, in school studies ; and it is hoped that 
teachers and parents will advise and encourage such a practice. 
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11. The regular school hours from April 1 to October 1, shall 
be from 8 o’clock A. M., to 12 o’clock M.; and from 2 o’clock to 4 
o'clock, p..M.; and from October 1 to April 1, from 9 o’clock A. M. 
to 12 o’clock m., and from 14 o’clock to 43 o’clock, P. M. 

12. The regular school holidays shall be those prescribed by law. 
Laws of 1861, chap. 2498 ; and, in addition, by consent of Prudential 
Committees, every Saturday, theday of the annual March election, 
and the Thursday succeeding the first Wednesday in June. 

13. There shall be a recess of fifteen minutes, each half day, for 
each sex, and the recess shall take place as nearly as possible at the 
close of one half of each school session. Very young pupils may 
have recess, every hour of five minutes each. The teachers should 
supervise the order at recess, and have no recitations. 

14. Teachers shall be in their respective school-rooms at least fif- 
teen minutes before the time for opening their schools, for the pur- 
pose of admitting the scholars as they arrive, and preserving order. 

15. Every scholar not present at the appointed time for the open- 
ing of the school, shall be marked as tardy; and all cases of ab- 
sence and tardiness must be satisfactorily accounted for. In cases of 
the frequent or prolonged absence of scholars, the teacher shall as- 
certain the cause of each absence, and endeavor to prevent a repiti- 
tion of the same. And if such scholar shall continue to be ab- 
sent for one week without sufficient cause, he may be discharged 
from the school by the Committee, and, not re-admitted without a 
written permission. 

16. The morning exercises of all the schools shall commence with 
reading a portion of Scripture, and it is recommended that this be 
followed with prayer, at least with the audible repetition of the 
Lord’s Prayer by the teacher alone, or by the tips and scholars in 
concert. 

17. Teachers shall keep a memorandum of ‘all instances in which 
corporal punishment shall be inflicted in their several schools. Said 
memorandum shall specify the name and age of each scholar so pun- 
ished, the nature of the offense, the kind and degree of punishment, 
and whether or not it was inflicted immediately subsequent to the 
offense ; and the same shall always be submitted, when set hag to 
the inspection 9 the School Committee. 
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18. The teachers shall direct the seats to be occupied by each pu- 
pil in the school-room, and places for articles of apparel in the ward- 
robe-room, subject to the revision of the school committee, 

19. At the commencement of every term, the teachers shall give 
a written notice to the parents or guardians of such pupils as are des- 
titute of any of the prescribed books, requesting that the same be 
furnished immediately ; ‘and should any parent or guardian neglect 
or refuse to obtain said books, after a notice of one week, the teacher 
will give their names with the reasons for such neglect, to the School 
Committee. | 

20. No scholar shall be excluded from proper recess as a punish- 
ment, but may be, if the case demands it, allowed to take it alone; 
nor shall any of those barbarous punishments, such as pulling hair 
or ears, striking on the head, gagging, or the like, attended with 
physical danger, be tolerated. 

21. The schools shall take recess, and be closed in an orderly 
manner,—usually going out one by one; and some token of respect 
on entering and retiring from the school-room is recommended, so 
that the respect and courtesy always due from the young to their 
elders and to strangers, may be cultivated. 

22. All pupils habitually guilty of obscene, rude, profane and 
disrespectful conduct shall be promptly reported to the School Com- 
mittee. Such poisonous characters can not be allowed to remain in 
our schools. ! 

25. Any teacher may be required, at any time, to make a written 
report to the School Committee of the condition of his or her school 
upon all the topics inquired into concerning its order, discipline and 
classification. 

24, No child under 4 years af age shall be admitted as a pupil to 
any of the public schools; and, usually, it is advised that none enter 
before the age of 5 or'six years. 

25. Worthy teachers will endeavor to promote their usefulness by 
visiting the parents and pupils at their homes, thus increasing their 
own knowledge and enlisting the sympathies and interests of their 
patrons. 

26. Every pupil, of suitable age, should spend at least two hours 
daily aside from school hours, in school studies ; and it is hoped that 
teachers and parents will advise and encourage such a practice. 
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PaRENTS. 27. Parents should require their children to be punc- 
tual and regular in their attendance at school; and should furnish 
them with such books as are recommended by the Superintending 
Committee. 

28. They should occasionally visit the school, and make themselves 
acquainted with the teacher; and in case their own judgment differs 
from the teacher’s:in the management of the school, or in the ex- 
pediency of punishing their own children, they should consult with 
the teacher privately, without censuring him in the presence of their 
children. 

29. In case the teacher is charged with incapacity or mismanage- 
ment, parents should not attempt his removal by agitating the Dis- 
trict, but should lay the subject before the Superintending Com- 
mittee. 

JONATHAN TENNEY, JR, 
Superintending School Committee. 
Boscawen, March 1, 1863. 


REPORT OF SCHOOLS IN FISHERVILLE—DISTRICT No. 7. 
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During the Summer term, the higher department of the school 

was under the tuition of a lady well qualified for the place, both in 
literary attainments and aptness to teach. The deportment of the 
school was good, and the interest of the pupils in their studies, as 
well as in the progress made, was very satisfactory. 
' The Primary department during the same term was taught by a 
young lady whose faithful services we have had for several terms 
heretofore. The principal requisites for success in this department 
are patience coupled with a mild and happy disposition. The 
appearance of this school evinced that the teacher had acted well 
her part; and a good degree of improvement was made. 

For the Winter term, a gentleman was engaged by the Prudential 
Committee, to teach the higher school, but just before the commence- 
ment of the term he concluded to go into the army, thus leaving the 


29 


Committee to look up a teacher at a season when all competent male 
teachers are engaged. Under the circumstances, it was thought best 
to employ a lady, and this school has been in charge of the same 
teacher who taught during the Summer term. Unfortunately, for 
the interest of the school, some of the older scholars were dissatisfi- 
ed with the arrangement in regard to a teacher, and were very incon- 
stant in their attendance, some of them leaving the school entirely. 
Those who have attended regularly have made unusually good im- 
provement in their studies. And while I regret that any of our 
youth should lose the benefits they might have derived from attend- 
ance upon the instructions of the accomplished teacher in charge of 
the school, I can only say that the responsibility rests upon them 
and the parents who have allowed them to leave the school-room and 
spend their time in the streets and public places of our village. 

In the Primary school the teacher first employed was obliged, by 
ill health, to ieave after about five weeks service. The committee 
was fortunate in his selection of her successor; and under both the 
teachers the school appeared well, and has made very commendable 
progress. The teachers were well quallified and devoted to their 
work. 

I feel it my duty to make a few suggestions to the people of our 
district, and especially to parents and guardians to whose custody the 
education of the young is chiefly committed. I would impress upon 
them the fact, that upon them, in a great measure, depends the suc- 
cess of our scrools. If the parent takes no interest in the school, no 
pains to see that his children are constant and punctual in their at- 
tendance, can he expect them to make much progress in their studies? 
Our great need is more interest in the school, and a more hearty 
co-operation with the teacher in sustaining good order and a proper 
deportment in and about the school-house. Let every parent use his 
or her influence and authority tc sustain the teacher and committee 
in their endeavors to enforce wholesome regulations, and a great 
change for the better will soon be manifest in our schools. 

Unless the people wake up and take hold of this matter in earnest, 
I have no hesitation in expressing my opinion that our schools will 
be of little profit. , 

By a regulation adopted by vote of the district at the last annual 
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meeting, in March, 1862, no pupils under five years of age are 
admitted to the schools. 
‘The district has a school clock, valued at $3.00, and outline maps, 
at $8.00. by 
N. BUTLER, 
Superintending Committee for District No. 7. 


BoscaweEn, February 28, 1863. 
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